J. MICHAEL STRACZYNSKI 


JOHN ROMITA JR. ° SCOTT HANNA 


SP 


ወ 









Just one 


chance... 


That’s all Peter Parker has to 
win back Mary Jane'Watson, 
the love of his Ше. ` 


Tired of playing second fiddle (0 Peter’s 
heroic responsibilities as Spider-Man, 
Mary Jane left him for а new life in Kos 
Angeles. Now, she's back in New York N 
— for one night only — and Peter has N 
the chance to make things right. 


But when Spider-Man becomes 
embroiled in a battle against the child- 
abducting menace called the Shade, the 
opportunity slips from his despera 
grasp. Or does it? 


With Aunt May in tow, Peter heads 
west for one last try at redemption. In 
California, the unexpected appearance 
of Doctor Octopus draws Spider-Man 
into a grudge match between the 
tentacled terror and a mysterious 
upstart armed with Otto Octavius's own 
mechanical appendages. Caught in the 
crossfire, Peter faces a gut-wrenching 
choice: pursuing a normal life with 
Mary Jane or donning his costume to 
save innocent civilians at risk. 


Stood up once again, will Mary Jane 
turn her back on the hero for good? 


Collecting Amazing Spider-Man #40-45 
by critically acclaimed writer J. Michael 
Straczynski (TV's Babylon 5) and 
superstar artist John Romita Jr. (Thor, 
Incredible Hulk). 
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221 
DANS 


"THAT AN OBJECT 
IN MOTION TENDS TO 
REMAIN IN MOTION... 


"UNTIL ACTED 
UPON BY AN 
OUTSIDE FORCE. 


NICE DOGGIE... 
NICE DOGGIE... 





I MEAN, THIS |6 ALL 
GREAT, BUT, Y'KNOW, DOES 
ANYONE EVER ACTUALLY 

USE ANY OF THIS IN 
REAL LIFE? 
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AND IT'S THOSE DAMNED LEFTIES AND 
ALL THE LEFTOVER COMMIES AND THEYRE 
ALL IN IT TOGETHER, I GOT THE SOLUTION, 

BUDDY, YEAH, LEMMETELLYOU, T KNOW 

WHAT WE SHOULD DO WITH 
THESE GUYS -- 


GONNA FIND ME SOMEBODY TO LISTEN TO 
ME АМР WRITE AN ARTICLE ABOUT THIS AND 
WELL MAKE A MILLION BUCKS 


e A 


JUST GOTTA USE HATS/ 
HATS MADE OUTTA TINFOL, 
THATLL STOP THE RAYS, SEE, 
ЯМР THE FLUORIDATION OF 
WATER, MAKIN’ EVERYBODY 

JUST NUTS, BUT I KNOW 

AL STORY, 
HEY 9 





ЁЎ ፲ THINK HE SAID HE 


2 


WELL, THAT'S 
су”, WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
YOU GET OLD, YOU SEE... 
LITTLE THINGS LIKE THAT 
JUST SLIP RIGHT PAST YOU. 
I DON'T SEE HOW I COULD 
HAVE MADE SUCH 
A MISTAKE. 


--AND WHERE THE ~~ 
HELL DID YOU PEOPLE 
GET YOUR JOURNALISM 
DEGREES, FROM THE BACK OF 
A | A CEREAL BOX? I HAVEN'T 
ЦА SEEN THIS KIND OF SLOPPY 
'ORTING OUTSIDE HIGH 


REPORTING OUTSIDE Hi 
SCHOOL, FOR CRYIN 
OUT LOUD - 


ще I JUST CAME BY FOR A BRIEF 
Нами? SPAN 7 VISIT. FUNNY THING, 1 THINK Т 
MINUTES OR THERE'S SAW YOUR SOULMATE A FEW 


| MINUTES AGO... HE GOT OFF 
GONNA BE HELL «е suni he. ON THE THIRD FLOOR — ሠሪ 


LOOK, MAY, 
THIS ISN'T A GOOD 
TIME, SO WHAT 
DO YOU -- 





=  IWANTED YOU 
TO KNOW I'M CANCELING 
MY SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
BUGLE. T'D EMAILED YOUR 
ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT, BUT 
BECAUSE WE'VE KNOWN EACH 
OTHER SO LONG, I THOUGHT 
A ІТ WAS IMPORTANT ТО -- 


= WAITAMINNIT... YOU'RE 
CANCELING -- 


NOT THAT 
Mi 


T 

THAT 

7 PEOPLE V UCH. YOUR 207? 
CHANGE. EDITORIAL 


WHAT DO 
DIRECTION IS й YOU THINK YOU 
FLAWED. KNOW THAT 


LAI 
I DON'T? 









WOMAN'S 
LOSING IT. SOME 
DAYS I THINK THE 
WHOLE FAMILY'S CRAZY 
AS B анны 
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IT'S THE LEFTIES ЯМР THE 
LIGERAL MEDIA ELITE AND 
THE MICROWAVES FROM 
MARS, THAT S THE KICKER, 
THAT'S WHAT WE'VE GOT 
TO TELL THE WORLD -- 


== -WE GOTTA 
MAKE UP HELMETS AND 
WE GOTTA BOMB 'EM AND WE 
GOTTA STOP TALKING IN FRONT 
OF THE CATS, THAT'S THE 
IMPORTANT THING, WE CAN'T 
TRUST CATS, THEYRE FROM 
MARS, EVERYBODY 
KNOWS THAT -- 


X 3 
Z 
ዴቻ S; 
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2% 22! М Yn 


JENNY, HI, 8" 
IWAS pef T. TRY 
TO CATCH Ч М THE 


TTY SHAKY. ТІ 
WAY OUT. Hows YOUR /ሪ ANT TO GET HIM On 
BROTHER? A METH PROGRAM 
AGAIN. 


! 


[| 


LISTEN, МЕ. PARKER, YOU SAID IF I NEEDED | 
ANYTHING, І COULD COME TO YOU. IF THAT'S 
STILL, LIKE, THE DEAL -- 


I REALLY NEED YOU TO SI 
COME CHECK OUT SOMETHING. I 
TALKED TO SOME OF THE OTHERS, 

TOLD "ЕМ YOU WERE OKAY. I MEAN, 
І KNOW YOU PROBABLY HAVE 2 
ОТНЕЕ ай UFF TO DO 














MARY JANE... 
MY GOODNESS, 
HOW ARE YOU? 


| FINE... FINE... 

WE'RE OUT ON A SHOOT 
AND T'VE GOT A FEW 
MINUTES BETWEEN SET-UPS, 
90 1 JUST...THOUGHT то 


” ОН... ЕІМЕ, FINE...IT'S BEEN A...WELL, 


( BEEN HECTIC LATELY, BUT EVERYTHING’ 


JUST FINE, REALLY... 


BETTER. I MEAN, 
/ NOT THAT HE WAS HURT 
| OR ANYTHING, HE JUST... 
THAT IS TO SAY WE BOTH 
А НАР A LOT ON OUR i 
MINDS, BUT HE'S... HE'S FINE, 


LOOKS LIKE 
THEY'RE ABOUT 
READY FOR МЕ — 
AFTER ALL, MAY. 2 
\ ILL TRY TO ALL RIGHT, 
MARY JANE. 
VOU TAKE CARE. 
GOODBYE. Д 


CALL AND SEE HOW 
S| YOU WERE. 


WHAT A 
STRANGE TONE IN HER 
VOICE. THE SAME TONE 

I НАЙ а IMES 


== SHE 
DOESN'T... KNOW, 
DOES SHE? 
SHOULD - 
1 ASK IF SHE 
( KNOWS? 
NO. PETER 


WOULD TELL МЕ 7 
IF ӨНЕ KNEW. EXCEPT 


PETER AND | 


I DON'T 


SHE НАР TO 
HEAR THE TONE IN 
MY VOICE -- 


SHE 
DOESN'T KNOW 
THAT I KNOW, 
DOES SHE? 《SHOULD 
| fx I TELL HER 
I KNOW? 


NO. IF 
ANYONE TELLS 
HER IT SHOULD 
BE PETER. 
EXCEPT 


PETER AND 
SHE DON'T | 





-- IT'S JUST A LITTLE 
FURTHER, MR. PARKER. 
THIS WAY... 


THIS ISN'T THE \ NO. THERE'S LOTS OF НІ. THIS 15 
SAME PLACE YOU | PLACES LIKE THIS. MR. PARKER, 
AND THE OTHER / WHEN YOU'RE ON THE THE ONE I WAS 
KIDS LIVE -- STREET, YOU KINDA TELLING YOU 
LIVE WHERE YOU CAN. IF ABOUT. 
IT'S AN ABANDONED BUILDING 
OR A FLAT AREA UNDER A 
BRIDGE, YOU CAN BE SURE 
SOMEBODY'S SQUATTING 
THERE. 


SUSIE? YOU 
` THERE? 


НЕ SAID HE WAS GONNA | 
THE NEXT DAY, LE WAS DID YOU 
JUST GONE. TELL THE E 


SNIKF/ YEAH, 
LIKE THAT DID ANY 
GOOD. "YOU KNOW 
HOW MANY KIDS DRIFT W 
IN AND OUT OF HERE 
EVERY DAY?" THEY SAID. 
"HOW DO WE KNOW HE'S 
MISSING IF HE'S IN 
A DIFFERENT TOWN 
EVERY COUPLE OF 
WEEKS?" 


I TOLD 'EM HE WOULDN'T JUST 
UP AND LEAVE LIKE THAT, BUT 
THEY SAID IT HAPPENS ALL THE 
1 TIME, GIRLS GET DITCHED, BUT 
4 THAT'S NOT THE POINT. IT'S LIKE, 
IF YOU DON'T HAVE A REGULAR 
ADDRESS, OR PARENTS, OR 
A JOB, THEY DON'T WANT 
TO DO ANYTHING. 


І..РОМТ REALLY KNOW WHAT 
I CAN DO ABOUT THIS, SUSIE... 
ON ONE LEVEL, THEY'RE RIGHT, IF 
A KID'S ON THE ROAD, A DRIFTER, 
IT'S HARD TO PROVE 
HE'S MISSING -- 


BUT HE 
IS, МЕ. PARKER. 
AND SOMETHING 
ELSE... 


I CAME HERE WITH THIS GUY, 
MIKE, ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO. 
WE SPLIT 'CAUSE HE WAS 
DOING DRUGS AND I TOLD 
HIM І DIDN'T WANT ANY PART 
OF THAT, BUT І KEPT 
TRYING TO HELP HIM 
GET PAST IT. 





IT'S LOTS OF STREET GUYS Р я Pu ; No тата“ 
ARE AROUND LATE пан сар й BEEN ANY BODIES THEY LITERALLY JUST 
EARLY COLLEGE AGE, MOSTLY амы ээр? Жо СЭ ГЭ JUST 
- “Өр ds "oci = i. OF ЕМ WERE, LIKE, JUST 
AND DISAPPEARING; | ы Ё STARTING TO GET THEIR , 
LIVES TOGETHER, А 
KNOW? < 





ILL BE HONEST WITH YOU, | Е= 
JENNY, I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT Т CAN DO ABOUT TUM C MAKE SOME 
THIS... IT ISN'T EXACTLY CALLS, CHECK WITH — 
MY AREA. | መ SOME FRENDS, = E 
ANYTHING DO. 
WOULD BE GOOD, ae 
MR. PARKER. 





4 CHECK Й | 


EAH i 
Hi 5 CUTE... 
LATER ІРІ HEAR | < WAS СИТЕ. 
lh, ANYTHING. ee > 
ГҮН | ту TEACHER, 
ИШ : SUSIE, JEEZ... 


OKAY, OKAY, 
BUT HE'S ou. ፪፪ 
CUTE... 


JOHNNYLL ве BACK soon. Ÿ ЇЙ 
І DON'T... 1 JUST DONT WANT B NN 
ANYTHING ELSE TO HAPPEN 
TO HIM, Y'KNOW? \ À \ % | 





"IN, Y'KNOW, Y'KNOW... THERE АШИ | 

А DORKY SORT ARE NIGHTS I EE ў | 
OF WAY." JUST FEEL STUPID. І MAKE THREE PHONE | 
ЗА CALLS TO THE POLICE, || 


AND І GET NOTHING, 
NADA. TWO CALLS TO 
SOCIAL WORKERS. 
MORE NADA. 


OR WOULD 


THAT BE 
LESS NADA? 









Ч! 





4 1 
ШЖ г Ж E 
асчу, “921 ЇЇЕ 
ЗО 7% š 
\ ms. < L 
መ ል WHOLE 
„59994 LOTTANADA? 
o cq NADALOT? 
e 
Ñ NUTS. 


СЭ 


HEY, LOIS, 
C'MON OUT ON 
THE FIRE ESCAPE, 
IT'S COOLER OUT 
HERE, Т GOT 
POPCORN. . 


ባሄ 


WO 





THAT FAKE 
STUFF? 


OTHER THAN THAT, 
Жылғы ር AND WHAT DO I HAVE TO 
то? WORK WITH? NOTHING. 
HEY, WHAT'S THE IDEA аша 
OF EATING ALL THE Д Walt FOR SOMETHING 
Й TO HAPPEN AND REACT. 


POPCORN? 


I NEED RESOURCES 
LIKE...A SPIDER-CAVE. 
WITH COMPUTERS. 7 
AND MAYBE A SMART ЕС 
| SIDEKICK. KID РР», 
| PUPA. АВАСНЧО-ВОЧ. = 


WEBBIE. SOMETHING БЕ, 
OR OTHER. 


Os 


222 
去 ШЇ 
ктам ссн 


AS [ 


775% 
Ks 








I NEED SOMETHING TO 

| WASH THIS DOWN WITH. 
Поа TI 
1) 111) MUI | | m m 


ШІ) | | 
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SORRY. YOU 
CANT CONNECT 
а. 
uM 


ШЇП 


M 
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SOLID UNLESS 1 
WANT TO BE. 
м 

۷ 


SOLID. AND ТМ NOT 





Wal NN 





KIND OF A 
SLOW LEARNER 
AREN'T YOU? 


- уд х 
NE 


Ч 


ГЭ 
Милан: 
514724 (aa: 


TAKING 'EM SOMEPLACE... WHY? SAME REASON I'M 
ELSE. KIND OF A TIT-FOR-TAT STANDING HERE HAVING 
THING. NOT THAT YOU'D ALITTLE CHIN-WAG WITH A 
UNDERSTAND -- MORON LIKE YOU. 


ሥረ ለን 
225530) 

CER 
7 ላ ын хуу ай 


е 
с 


ал ዘርጣክ 
а 


FOR THE 
KICKS, MAN. 
IT'S JUST FOR 
THE KICKS. 


р I = 
= шин 1 


—— ass wsey wast <a (7 
77:71 — ሸክ UG 





- I TRY TO CUT 
YOU A LITTLE SLACK, МОТ 
ASSUME YOURE THE IDIOT 
WE HEARD ABOUT ВАСК 
IN THE STIR -- 


ALL TRUE. GREAT 
COSTUME. GREAT 
GIG. BRAIN OF A 
TROUT. 





I HIT HIM HARD AND FAST, 
TRYING TO KEEP HIM OFF 
BALANCE SO HE CAN'T TURN 
TO SMOKE AGAIN ON ME. 





IF YOU'RE 
SMART, YOULL STAY 
OUTTA THIS PART 
OF TOWN. 





во FIGHT 
SOMEBODY IN A 
CHEAP COSTUME 
AND STAY OUTTA THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 
THIS AIN'T YOUR KIND 
OF PLACE... _ 





ኒኒ 
= 
Su кр, 
C КЕЙТ 






I SPEND THE NEXT TWENTY MINUTES ОЭ I KNOW SOMEBODY'S TAKING PEOPLE INTO WHAT LOOKS LIKE 
CHECKING OUT EVERY INCH OF THE ነ! | ANOTHER KIND OF SPACE. I KNOW THAT THERE'S SOME KIND 
ALLEY. NO SIGN OF ANY DEVICES, NO P E OF QUID PRO QUO GOING ON HERE, AND THAT HE WAS IN STIR. 
INSTRUMENTATION, NO NOTHING. giao. 
WHATEVER НЕ DID, НЕ DID IT ON HIS OWN. 


: 8 ү >< — 


BUT AT LEAST І KNOW 
MORE NOW THAN I DID 


BETWEEN THAT АМР 


THE BLACK STAR 
TATTOO, AT LEAST ТУЕ 
GOT SOMEWHERE 
TO START. 
ey ery Из 
了 |4-4---- 
WS = >= |. 
2 КА! 
эн LX) 
መሪ 
BLY 
-一 255277 


WHAT I DON'T HAVE 15 WHAT 
HIS CONNECTION IS TO THE 


NEIGHBORHOOD, AND WHY 
MAINLY GO AFTER GUYS 
WHO'RE USERS? 









ЗЕ 
= {|| = 
E] E buuu | | 
Е ONE THING AT А 
TIME, PETER. ONE 
.. THING AT ል TIME. 
ч "a E 
a ча . 
ча“ а Ча 
є қ CS HE шш и 
ыты ТОГ" ico 





THIS в SO HAVING TO PUT ON MAKEUP 20 AUNT MAY 
EMBARRASSING. WON'T FLIP OUT AT THE BRUISES. BUT IT'S 
NECESSARY. SHE'S STILL ADJUSTING TO 


THE TRUTH, AND I'D LIKE TO EASE HER 
INTO IT WITH A MINIMUM OF TRAUMA. 


ብ fi ў በ 


HOW MANY SUPER HEROES 
HAVE ТО WORRY ABOUT 
MATCHING THEIR SKIN TONE 
TO THE RIGHT FOUNDATION? 





WELL, OKAY, THERE'S 
ALWAYS SHE-HULK. 
ar 
GOOD THING Т 
GOT TO SEE MJ 
PUTTING HERSELF 
THROUGH HER 
PACES EVERY 
MORNING. LOOKING 
FLAWLESS DOESN'T 
COME EASY. 





нот THAT SHE EVER is 
NEEDED ANYTHING TO | 
LOOK FLAWLESS TO ME. 


т К 


1 


HEY AND HOW'S 
THE PRETTIEST LADY 


| FINE, РЕТЕЕ. 
THIS SIDE OF THE NE, 
MONA LISA DOING (уол кое) үү 
TODAY? : Р 





“М A LITTLE тоо MUCH UHM... THANKS. 
| FOUNDATION, BUT 
7 OTHERWISE VERY 
WELL INDEED. <- 


I WAS VERY UNCOMFORTABLE V рр you KNOW Ve ፡ 


DURING OUR TALK, BECAUSE І SHE'S COMING OUT 


DIDN'T KNOW HOW MUCH TO SAY. | HERE FOR A SHOOT N АЧ 


AND І WAS THINKING, AND 1 NEXT WEEK? 
сао елы 


ሠረ ጩጩዬሬ 


——— 
I ALWAYS 


НАТЕ IT WHEN - ў 
4 ORE = 


2223 


”SHE SAID... “ 


7 sue зар shep 
LIKE TO SEE YOU. IF 


YOU WANTED TO Ў 
SEE НЕК. 
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| THERE SEEMS TO ВЕ 5 
| UNWRITTEN LAW THAT IF THERE 
"| ARE FIVE WAYS YOU CAN DO 
SOMETHING, THE WAY YOU LEAST 
WANT TO GO IS ALWAYS THE 
WAY YOU END UP GOING. 


THE UNIVERSE е сар 
HAS А WEAN E 
SENSE OF HUMOR. 
| UST. 3 | 
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NOT THAT I HAD MUCH TO GO 
ON IN THE FIRST PLACE ABOUT 
THE GUY WHO'S BEEN GRABBING -- WHO I'VE ALWAYS 
DOWN-AND-OUTERS IN THE FOUND A LITTLE 
FIRST PLACE: BLACK STAR CREEPY ANYWAY, -- BUT I 
ТАТТОО, PROBABLY EX-CON, PROBABLY SOMETHING [М COULDN'T FIND 
CALLS HIMSELE THE SHADE ABOUT HIS HAIR, LOOKS ANYTHING 
AND DOES A DISAPPEARING LIKE HE'S GOT A USEFUL ON ANY 
ACT THAT COULD SHAME DEMON LIVING ON OF MY WEB 
DAVID COPPERFIELD -- TOP OF HIS HEAD -- SEARCHES. 


HEH...SPIDER-MAN...WEB SEARCHES... 
THAT'S FUNNY. І SHOULD'VE TRADEMARKED 
THAT ONE. COULD'VE MADE A MINT. 


WEB-CHATS, 
WEB-ZINES, 


NAH...THEN ТО HAVE TO KEEP 
CHANGING MY NAME...SPIDEY9E... 
SPIDEYME...SPIDEYXP.... 
SPIDEYWHATDO YOUMEAN- 
IGOTTAUPGRADEAGAIN? 


Ыі 
К-ке / SES 
h A / | 


| 


WITH АМ. THAT 
WEBBING GOING ОМ, 
YOU'D THINK IP BE 

BETTER LINKED. 


HEY, MAYBE 
BILL GATES 
NEEDS A МЕВ 
MASCOT... 


መ 


WHEN OBI-WAN TALKED 
© | ABOUT THE DARK SIDE ОР | 
Й THE FORCE, WHO KNEW 
HE WAS REFERRING 
TO WINDOWS...? 


| 


外 


Ё: 





AND NOW I GET ТО PLAY STUPID LIKE 
I DON'T KNOW IT'S JENNIFER SINCE 
SHE'S ONLY MET PETER, NOT ME. 


HI, UHM, 
ТМ LOOKING FOR 
JENNIFER. 


ОН, I KNOW WHO you 
AKE...1 JUST WANNA HEAR 
YOU SAY IT... KNOW, DO 
THAT WHOLE SUPER HERO 
IAM IFIPER-MAN C'MON, I LIVE 
ІМ АМ ABANDONED 
BASEMENT, I GOTTA 
GET SOME FUN IN 
SOMEWHERE... 


GREAT, ——— WHAT DO YOU 
一 MEAN, WH 


LISTEN, 


YOU WHO Т 
WAS, SHOULDN'T 
YOU? 


20 WHAT 
DO YOU MEAN 
YOU DON'T KNOW 
WHO I AM? I 


IM 
SPIDER-MAN. 


HE SAID 
IT, НЕ SAID IT, 
HEE-HEE / 





AND... THANK 
YOU, REALLY, FOR 
SAVING JOHNNY. 

IF Ір LOST 

HIM -- 


IT'S 
OKAY. ALL 
PART OF THE 
SERVICE. 


22 
"LIEUTENANT 
WILLIAM NT, | 
14TH PRECINCT. 


I KNOW YOUR BROTHER'S 
BEEN POPPED BEFORE ON DRUG 
CHARGES...DOES HE HAVE A 
REGULAR YOUTH OFFICER 
ASSIGNED TO HIM? 


OFFICER HANDLE OTHER 
CASES HERE IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD? 


"I JUST HOPE I CAN 
GET TO THE BOTTOM OF 
THIS BEFORE ANYBODY 

ELSE IS TARGETED." 





AND THE BARTENDER У СЕТ IT? WHAT IS THIS, А 
SAYS, "WHAT IS THIS, JOKE? ‘CAUSE (ГЭ, Y'KNOW, 
А JOKE?" LIKE EVERY JOKE SETUP IN 








HEY, ANYTIME, 
TLL BE HERE 'TIL 
THURSDAY, TWO 

SHOWS A NIGHT... 





YOU LIKE 
ІТ? I COULD 
LOAN IT TO 
YOU IF YOU 

WANT. 


YEAH? THAT'D 
BE GREAT, THANKS, 
WE COULD PUT IT ON 
THE ROOF AND USE IT 
WHENEVER WE WANT 
YOU TO COME OVER 
50 WE CAN KICK THE 
RAP 


YEAH, 
RIGHT, YOU 
AND WHAT 
THUNDER 
GOD... 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
IMPRESSED? 





| There's MORE ТТЫ 
THAN ONE? АР 


7 ABUNCH OF STREET “2110/ Because or THE 
| KIDS HAVE GONE MISSING, gz WAY THE MOONLIG (5 | 
MOSTLY USERS. NOBODY 5, 5098 
ELSE SEEMS TO CARE. ТМ YOU BIG STUDLY 22222522 
GUY. eer 
4 
ә” 


ረ 
BETTING YOU DO. / Z 


T 20! 


е |! а” е 
ON 
OX] 

“ይ y^ 

Z «$^ 

55-2 


GET IN 
THE FREAKIN' 

CAR BEFORE | p, 
SOMEBODY SEES 
YOU AND WHIPS 

UT A CAN 
OF RAID. 


y | 





INFORMATION ОМ A GUY. 
PROBABLY Ам ЕХ-СОМ, НАФ 
А BLACK STAR ТАТТОО ОМ 
THE BASE OF HIS NECK, HE CAN 
APPEAR AND DISAPPEAR AND | 
HE CALLS HIMSELF THE SHADE 上 
BUT HE PROBABLY DIDN'T PICK 
THAT UP UNTIL НЕ GOT |, 
дит oF The STIR, ሠ 


GO... WHAT KIND 
OF MILEAGE YOU 
GET WITH THIS 
THING? 


YOU KNOW 
HOW MANY 


A 
EX-CONS HAVE 入 


TATTOOS? 


You 
WONT. 
ILL FIND 
YOU. 


COSTUMES... 


FREAKIN’ 
COSTUMES... 


SO THE а 
7 ONLY THING V 
YOU'VE ACTUALLY 


ALL RIGHT... TLL MAKE А FEW 
CALLS, CHECK THE TAT FILES WE 
GOT ON THE COMPUTER, SHAKE 
A FEW TREES, SEE WHAT FALLS 

OUT. BUT ТМ NOT MAKING ANY 

PROMISES, OKAY? 


SUITS ME 
RIGHT DOWN 
TO THE GROUND. 
TILL CHECK BACK 
TOMORROW. 


"60 DID 
YOU HAVE A 
GOOD NIGHT, 





THAT'S GOOD. WELL, 


SITTING IN THE OVEN. GO | 


ON IN AND ТИ. ВЕ 
RIGHT THERE. 


I'M WRITING TO EVERY 
NEWSPAPER AND 
MAGAZINE IN NEW YORK 
SUGGESTING THAT 
PEOPLE MIGHT LIKE TO 
SEE А POSITIVE STORY 
ABOUT SPIDER-MAN 
ONCE IN AWHILE. 4 


UHM... AUNT 
МАЧ -- 


NT 

E-MAILS TOO, BUT T 
DON'T THINK ANYBODY 
REALLY PAYS ATTENTION 

TO E-MAILS, 20 І 

THOUGHT ТО USE... OH, 

WHAT DID GORDON 

CALL IT? 


FINE... FINE. QUIET. CHASED == 
DOWN А FEW LEADS ON SOMETHING E= 
ІМ INVESTIGATING, TALKED TO A E: 

POLICE LIEUTENANT FOR A WHILE... = 

NOTHING ESPECIALLY AMAZING 

OR SPECTACULAR -- 


NOTHING ኝ 
TLL see ON A 
THE EVENING ፆ 


NO... 
LIKE I SAID, 
IT WAS 
PRETTY 


THE NICE 
COMPUTER 
BOY WITH THE 
RED HAIR THAT | 

WORKS AT THE 
LIBRARY... 
SNAIL MAIL. 
THAT WAS IT. 
SNAIL MAIL. WHAT 
AN ODD 
PHRASE... 





ERM... VOU MAY NOT 
WANT ТО PROP ALL 
THOSE IN THE MAIL AT 
ONCE, IT MIGHT PRAW 
ATTENTION TO -- 


I WAS PLANNING 
TO SEND THEM IN FIVE 
BATCHES, ONE PER DAY, 
EACH FROM A DIFFERENT 
MAILBOX. EACH WITH A 
DIFFERENT NAME. 


GOOD. 
THATS GOOD, 


JUST 
таў CAN'T HAVE PEOPLE 
THINKING MY NEPHEW 
БА BAD PERSON, 
PETER. I CAN'T 
HAVE IT. 


YOUR UNCLE BEN USED TO 
CALL IT WATER SKIING... YOU 
KEEP MOVING AS FAST AS YOU 
CAN BECAUSE YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE STANDING ON WON'T Д 
SUPPORT YOU IF YOU 
SLOW DOWN. 


1 


W 
STANDING ON RIGHT 
NOW WON'T SUPPORT 
ME IF I SLOW DOWN 
AND START THINKING 
А ABOUT THIS TOO MUCH. 
ФО I HAVE ТО 
KEEP MOVING. 


CAN 
UNDERSTAND 


AND YOU MIGHT 
CONSIDER 
TOSSING THAT 
COSTUME -- 


-- INTO THE WASH 
SOMETIME. I'M SURE 
THOSE SUPER-VILLAIN- 
WHATEVERS DON'T 
NOTICE, BUT WHENEVER 

YOU COME BACK 
THERES A CERTAIN 
MUSTINESS -- 


те 
THE MUSK O 
WHICH OVERPOWERS 


THE STENCH OF 
EEEEEVIL -- 


| | 1 THOUGHT 
“І vou SAID You 
A WERE ОКАЧ 
\ WITH THIS. 


I JUST 
NEED TO 
KEEP MOVING, 
PETER. THAT'S 
ALL. 


р р NOW ВЕ A 
I LOVE OU T N TOO. DEAR AND TURN 
፲ WOULDN'T ВЕ OFF THE OVEN 
DOING THIS IF , BEFORE THE РОТ 

І DIDN'T. AUT. DRIES 


те JUST... 
WE'RE HAVING THE 


SUPER HERO EQUIVALENT 
OF THE "ALWAYS WEAR 
CLEAN UNDERWEAR IN 


CASE YOU'RE 
IN AN ACCIDENT" 
DISCUSSION. 


IT NEVER 
HURTS TO 
MAKE А GOOD 
IMPRESSION. 


WHO 
KNOWS, SOMEDAY 


MOVIE ABOUT 
You. 





YEAH, RIGHT, 
LIKE THAT'S GONNA 
HAPPEN. 
ALL RIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT... 


те JUST т CAN 

NEVER REMEMBER IF 
IT'S WARM-WARM, WARM- 

COLD OR COLD-COLD, 
WHAT GETS BLEACH AND 
WHAT DOESN'T, TOO MUCH 

AND SUDDENLY TM THE 

BEIGE SPIDER... 


1 ILL BE THERE 
WITH BELLS 
ON. 


NOW WHAT 
WAS THE NAME OF 
THAT NICE EDITOR AT 
TRAVEL AND LEISURE? 
ORWOLL? NARWHALE? 
OH DEAR... 


"I THINK 
I GOT ል 
NAME FOR 


MARY JANE 
CALLED TO CONFIRM 
THAT SHE'S FLYING IN 
ON TUESDAY. SHE'LL ONLY 
BE HERE FOR ONE NIGHT, 
SO SHE THOUGHT IT MIGHT 
BE BEST FOR YOU TO MEET 
HER AT THE AIRPORT, 
THAT WAY YOU CAN TALK 
ON THE WAY INTO 
TOWN. 


TM SURE 
THAT WILL GO 
OVER NICELY WITH 
THOSE AIRPORT 
SECURITY 
SCANNERS. 


COMPUTER SEARCH TURNED 
UP A FILE ON A PRISON INMATE 
AT LATTERBY WHO HAD A BLACK 

STAR TATTOO ON HIS CHEST, 
SAME AS THE ONE YOU _/ 
DESCRIBE. 





WAIT A MINUTE. THANKS FOR COMING TO 
| LATTERBY'S ል MENTAL| THE PARTY. THEY'VE HAD 
4 INSTITUTION. HIM IN A RUBBER ROOM FOR 

NEARLY A YEAR NOW. WHICH 


KILLED THE OWNER OF A 
I6 GOOD FOR YOU ‘CAUSE 


BOOKSHOP IN LONG ISLAND. 2 
VERY WEIRD CASE ё 
ALL AROUND. 4 THERE'S NO WAY 1 COULD 
GET YOU INSIDE A 
THIS Buy's ети. — 2 
— (((0 Ч Ÿ WELL, SHORT 
INCARCERATED, | = OF A CONVICTION, 
ANYWAY. ANYTHING 


HE CANT ВЕ ይ SS = 
THE 一 10“ A እ ЧОЦ WANNA 
š ' . CONFESS? 


I KNOW ል GUY ON TRENCH СОАТ. 
STAFF WHO CAN GET ኤር : SNAP-BRIM 
GETTING IN LOOKING | 
LIKE THAT, THOUGH, ЖШ” — ORIGINAL ል 
ФО 1 BROUGHT YOU 1 IDEA OF THE THEATER 
A DISGUISE. \ j : SEASON." NEN 
YORK TIMES. 














(5 THAT РЫ, በመጠ 
p) CLOROX? [UE TT 
=r | 


IM JUST SAVIN', 
YOURE PUTTING МАУ 
TOO MUCH BLEACH 

IN YOUR LAUNDRY. 





"T'S АА > 
| RIGHT THIS WAY, ВА 2 
|| LiEUTENANT. |Б 
TTI 
ያ ] 7 


LA Fes ӨСЕ 
š ч ç "m. ма DAY | 
et he с) "m 


Ай 4) 
4 Om ገ ХЕ, У ዛ/ A М 
PN HM Уна 


WHAT I DON'T GET 16 
HOW THIS GUY COULD ВЕ you 
THE SAME ONE I SAW SAID HE САМ“ 
RUNNING AROUND COME AND GO Ч 
OUTSIDE. AS HE LIKES, FADE 
7 ІМ АМР FAPE OUT 


4 


7 49 
| ምው 


! 


= = те THE "WHY WOULD P 
» ANYBODY COME BACK" : 
kc PART THAT'S Se = 
E. МЕ PUZZLED. — THEYLL MAKE A MOVIE. 


SOMEDAY THEY'LL MAKE 
A MOVIE... 


SMEEL НЕЧ! 
HEY YOU! YOU 
SMELL ALL PRETTY. 
SMELL MCE. WANNA 
COME BE MY GIRLY 
GIRL, LITTLE 
PRETTY? 





RICHARD? “ም. HE DOESN'T 
MR. CRANSTON? YOU TALK MUCH THESE 





THEN WE'RE 
RIGHT PACK WHERE 


THAT'S THE 
EXACT SAME 












SIGNIFICANCE OF IT, ONLY 
THAT HE GOT IT WHILE STILL 
IN PRISON, SHORTLY 
BEFORE HE WAS 
СОММІТТЕР, 


IT'S A BURN. VERY UNUSUAL. ҰС нин... THAT / THAT MEAN 
NEVER QUITE SEEMS TO WW INTERESTING. SOMETHING 
HEAL. I DON'T KNOW THE В Г TO YOU? 


| 
Ч! 


-- LIKE I SAID НЕ | 
HASN'T DONE HE'S A 
ANYTHING SINCE CONGRESSMAN. 






HE GOT HERE. 


Е NOPE. TS JUST INTERESTING. 
CAN 1 GO INSIDE, SPEAK 
TO HIM? 





SURE, Т YKNOW, THIS 
SUPPOSE, BUT WOULD PROBABLY ВЕ 
I DON'T KNOW A GOOD TIME FOR ME 


TO MENTION THAT 


WHAT GOOD IT'LL 
ро ሃ ТМ ARMED... 


ім  ENL!S DES d 








À ARTIE? RICHARD? Н, 
cH 


--MY FRIEND. WE WERE 
JUST IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
AND WE COULDN'T HELP BUT 
NOTICE THAT ALTOGETHER 
TERRIFIC LITTLE MARK YOU'VE 
FRIDAY, AND GOT THERE. VERY 
THIS |6 -- STYLISH. 


à DO MT... 
Ў CT À 


ALSO VERY 
UNUSUAL. TVE ONLY 
SEEN ONE OTHER LIKE 
IT... ON THIS GUY Т 
KNOW, CALLS HIMSELF 
THE SHADE. 


= / BUT I ALSO KNOW THAT SOMETIMES 

I SAY / GUYS WITH THE SAME MARKINGS HAVE 

ER A ӨШУ = SOMETHING IN COMMON, LIKE THEY 

Bete ont ont УИД зол 
| OWN BUSINESS. ў — GUY X SHT — 


, 





HE RUINED Ñ 
МЕ, LET HIM B Wat. EVERYTHING! ; 
60 -- ; 4 Е Ё 


DON'T YOU 
UNDERSTAND, 


"THE BOOK WAS THE 
LAST THING T 
NEEDED, THE FINAL 
KEY TO THE PUZZLE... 


THEY 
GRABBED ME, 
BUT NOT BEFORE I 
READ WHAT Т HAD 
TO... WHAT I NEEDED 
TO...TO GET THE 
POWER. 





! 


"WHILE EVERYBODY 
ELSE WAS SECRETLY 
MAKING SHANKS IN 
THE METAL SHOP -- 


"THERE WERE SOME WORDS 
MISSING, WORN OUT, BUT 1 HAD 
FRIENDS... FRIENDS ON THE OUTSIDE 


WHO COULD FIGURE 'EM OUT -- 


"-- TWAS 
MAKING THE 
ІСОМ І NEEDED 
ТО PERFORM 
THE RITUAL." 





Su 
M TO ра?, 


"-- SO THEY SNUCK ЕМ 
INTO LETTERS, CODED 
IN SENTENCES, SO T 
COULD FINISH THE SPELL. 


WHAT KIND 
OF RITUAL? 
WHAT WAS IT 
2 ሀዕን. GIVE МЕ 
$ THE POWER I NEEDED 
TO ESCAPE, ТО GO ANY- 
WHERE 1 WANTED, TAKE 
WHATEVER I WANTED, 
THROUGH THE PLACE / 
IN-BETWEEN. 7 


”THE PLACE 
IN-BETWEEN...? 


"I SPOKE THE SPELL. 
REACHED THE POINT OF 
NO RETURN. THEN -- 


THANKS FOR 
DOING THE 
HOMEWORK, 
BUDDY. 


"HE STEPPED INTO THE 
JUST X er 1 ን ገ PENTAGRAM... THE FORCES 
WHAT T NEED А N зү THAT OPEN THE ASTRAL 
TO FINISH THE AEN 7 : ^" | PLANE BEGAN TO OPEN, 
JOB Амр GET ] : 2 ТО ТАКЕ НІМ -- 
MYSELF OUTTA š 
HERE. 


N 


NAN 


AS \ 
\\ 















| - 
d "BUT I WASN'T GOING TO 
< || LET ИМ GET AWAY WITH 
УЦ IT... IT WAS MINE... MINE/ 


РО 


Ж 











"THE POOR OPENED... 
BUT THE WAY 


иь 
PQ 


ЭД 7-0 
Іш. 

"SAW WHAT, 
|| RICHARD? 


WHAT DID 
YOU SEE?" 


TOO MUCH... 
THE OTHER SIDE... 
WITH EYES THAT 
WERE NOT MEANT 

TO SEE THEM... 


C'MON, 
THERE HAS 
TO БЕ MORE 


I DONT WANT 
TO SEE ANYMORE... 
І DON'T WANT TO SEE 
ANYMORE... I DON'T 


OKAY, ILL DO 
SOME DIGGING, SEE 
WHAT I CAN TURN UP. 
SOUNDS TO ME LIKE THIS 
JAKE GUY MAY HAVE BEEN 
HIS CELL-MATE. IF THAT'S 


TRUE, AND HE DISAPPEARED, AN 


THERE SHOULD BE SOME 
> RECORD OF IT. 


IT'S OKAY. LEAVE 
HIM ALONE. I GOT 
WHAT 1 NEEDED. 
HE'S SUFFERED 
ENOUGH. 





І 
APPRECIATE IT. 
THANKS. 


TO TELL YOU THE 


TRUTH, IVE NEVER А 6 


SO WHERE Ñ 
ІТ LEADS, WHAT 
IT REALLY MEANS, 
I DUNNO... I 


I DONT TELL HIM, ВИТ І HOPE 
THE SAME THING. IT'S THE ONLY 
LEAD WE'VE GOT, AND I DON'T 
WANT IT TO COME A-CROPPER. 


TIT 


= ЕГЕТІН 


BUT WHEN YOU START 
TALKING ASTRAL PLANES 
AND SPELLS AND MAGIC 

BOOKS, THAT'S A BIT 

OUTSIDE MY LEAGUE. 





BUT I ALSO KNOW WHEN ТМ 
IN OVER MY HEAD. FIGHTING 
GUYS IN THE HERE-AND-NOW, 


THAT I KNOW PRETTY GOOD. 


SO LIKE AUNT 
MAY SAYS, 
WHENEVER 

YOU'VE GOT AN 
UNEXPLAINED 
AILMENT... GO 

SEE A DOCTOR. 
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"GO THERE'S THIS | ` 
GUY, CALLS HIMSELF | 
THE SHADE -- | ` 


[ак 725 


f’ 
LU 
ሠ 


| 
TN 
| 


ا 


Я 


"GRABBING RUNAWAYS 
AND OTHER STREET 
TYPES, MANY OF THEM 
USERS, AND BLIPPING 
THEM TO THE 
ASTRAL PLANE -- 


"WHICH Т ONLY KNOW BECAUSE 
І HEARD IT FROM THE CONVICT 
WHO WAS ABOUT TO USE THESE 
POWERS AS A GET OUT OF JAIL FREE 
CARD WHEN THIS GUY SWOOPED IN 4 
AND GRABBED THE POWER -- 


j RU Е 


1 
ЗЭУ 

2С 7917 К< 
Г 


"ONLY THE PROCESS 
WAS MESSED UP, 
AND THE GUY WAS 
MESSED UP WITH IT -- 


"--AND THAT'S WHEN 
I DECIDED TO 
COME TO YOU." 


© 2013 Marvel Characters, Inc. A ‘ured in this issue and the distinctive names and likenesses thereof, and all 
related indicia are trademarks of Marvel Characters, Inc. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and or institutions in this 
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I^ MEDITATING ON 
THE PROBLEM YOU HAVE 
BROUGHT ME. 


THIS GONNA TAKE LONG? 
‘CAUSE Т COULD HEAD DOWN 
TO TIMES SQUARE, GET A 
SLICE OF PIZZA... 


«DISCOVER 
RADIUM... 


.. WORK OUT 
THAT WHOLE 
UNIFIED FIELD 

THEORY... 


… CAUSE WHILE 
YOU'RE BUSY... YOU KNOW... 
MEDITATING, ТНЕКЕКЕ PEOPLE 
GETTING GRABBED AND I HAVE A WIFE 
I HAVEN'T SEEN IN A LONG TIME FLYING 
IN SOON AND ТМ PICKING HER UP AT THE 
AIRPORT AND I DON'T WANT TO BE LATE. 


7 AND THAT'S 
WHEN I DECIDED 
TO COME TO 





YOU НАУЕ 
АМ UNQUIET 
SPIRIT. 


ONE DOES NOT ENTER THE 
ASTRAL PLANE UNPREPARED. 
(Е THE ONE YOU CALL THE 
SHADE DID NOT PREPARE HIMSELF, 
AND IF THE SPELL OF ENTRY WAS 
DISRUPTED, THE GATEWAY TO 
THE ASTRAL PLANE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN DAMAGED. THE 
CONSEQUENCES FOR ANY- 
ONE PASSING THROUGH A 
\ FLAWED GATEWAY WOULD 

BE DIRE INDEED. 


THAT'S WHY HE'S GOING AFTER 
RUNAWAYS, STREET KIDS AND USERS... 
PICKING PEOPLE NOBODY'S 
GONNA MISS. 

E 


2 < \ 
rZ OKAY, 20 NOW Ne 
ЕСУ THAT WE KNOW WHAT Ў 
Ч 


WERE UP AGAINST, 
WHEN DO WE GO 
AFTER HIM? 


ө ur © SO YOU WANT “ОР 
ALOT. МЕ ТО ВЕТ YOU A ZE 
SLICE WITH PEPPERONI 


FOR ALL THINGS, THERE MUST BE A 
BALANCE. IT MAY BE THAT, IN ORDER TO 
RETURN HERE FOR ANY PERIOD 
OF TIME, HE MUST BALANCE 
THE SCALES BY BRINGING 
SOMEONE FROM HERE 
INTO THE ASTRAL 
PLANE, ALLOWING HIM 
TO FUNCTION IN THIS 
REALITY FOR A SET 
PERIOD OF TIME. 


WE DON'T. 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN, WE DON'T? 
YOU DO. 


I MEAN, YOU'RE LIKE THE SORCERER'S 
MONTHLY FOLD-OUT FOR THE ASTRAL 
PLANE. YOU LIKE FUZZY ANIMALS AND SAVING 

WORLDS AND YOUR TURN-OFFS ARE 

RUDE PEOPLE AND GUYS WITH MOIST, 
GRABBY TENTACLES -- 


-- WHICH 
(6 MOST GUYS, 
NOW THAT I THINK 
Š ABOUT ІТ -- 





ТНАТ І САММОТ 
мег. 


SURE YOU 
CAN. TELL 'EM YOU'RE 
BUSY. TELL 'EM YOU 
WENT OUT WITH AN OLD 
WAR BUDDY AND WE'RE 
ARING 
SCARS -- 


VII As seen in 

4 the Doctor 

| Strange 
miniseries, 
"The Other 
Side of 
Darkness. * Ж 


| been written 
yet, but it will 
be, and then 
this will make 
a lot more 
sense. à 8 4 


S Мо, really. 
й 16 will. Would 
| we lie about 
a thing 
like that? 


«THE HAND OF THE 
VISHANTI WILL HAVE 














THE EVE ОР AGAMOTTO WOULD ВЕ V 
SUFFICIENT TO GUIDE YOU INTO 
THE ASTRAL PLANE AND RETURN | 
YOU SAFELY TO THE WORLD YOU AK 
KNOW, BUT I HAVE NEED OF ITS „2 
POWERS. SO INSTEAD... _ 


Wee 


TO SUFFICE. 





GOT МЕ ON THAT 
ONE. WHAT РОТ 






DON'T I GET TO -- 


WAS THE 
PHRASE РОУТ 
NM MOVE" REALLY 
à THAT DIFFICULT 
A CONCEPT? 


THE GLOW WILL SOON 
FADE FROM SIGHT ON THIS SIDE 
OF REALITY, BUT THEIR POWER REMAINS. 
WHEN THE PORTAL TO THE ASTRAL PLANE IS 
OPENED AGAIN, THEY WILL BRING YOUR ASTRAL |х 
FORM TO THE PLACE OF MAGICAL POWER. 
THERE YOU MAY CONFRONT YOUR FOE 
AND FOLLOW HIM WHEREVER HE MAY GO, 
EVEN INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE 
ASTRAL PLANE ITSELF. 


CERTAIN 
THINGS SHOULD NOT BE 
JOKED ABOUT. YOU MUST 
APPROACH THIS SITUATION 
WITH CAUTION, REVERENCE, 
AND GREAT SERIOUSNESS. 


” Он, MAAAANNNN... 
WHERE THE HELL DID THAT 
TRUCK COME FROM? 


E 


90, WHERE DOES 
THE ASTRAL PLANE 
LAND, AND IS THERE 

ALSO AN ASTRAL / 
HELICOPTER? 


c 


ጠው” 


ርም 


; 


F 


pa 
Z 


HMMM... 
AND ONE OTHER 
THING... 





SURE THING, 
DOC. SO WHAT'S 
THE PROGRAM 
FROM HERE? 


THE WORST 
THING YOU 


DO NOT LEAVE 
THE PATH, NO MATTER 
HOW FAMILIAR OR 
INVITING SOME THINGS 
MAY APPEAR. THERE ARE 
THINGS YOU ARE NOT YET 
READY TO CONFRONT. 


YOU MUST 
WAT AND NESTA, m Й 
FOR AS LONG // DOESN'T “Ў а 
Аб NEEDED. SOUND THAT MUST DO IT... 


SILENTLY. 


I MUST GO NOW. DO NOT 
OPEN THIS DOOR AGAIN 
UNTIL T RETURN. 


AND TO THINK 
THE MAN GAVE UP A 
PROMISING CAREER AS 
A STAND-UP COMIC 
FOR THIS... 





wit Тл 





I SEEN YOU BRINGING GUYS ІМ HERE, А КІМ" 
QUESTIONS, AND THAT CREEP SPIDER-MAN... 
YOU MESSIN' WITH MY CRIB, LITTLE 
- GIRL... АМР І DON'T LIKE IT. 


LOOK, YOU 
DON'T WANT TO 
DO ANYTHING 

m TO ME -- 


EVERYBODY JUST GONNA SAY YOU MOVED ON, 


‘CAUSE THERE AIN'T GONNA ВЕ NO BODY TO FIND. 
SEE, THAT WAS OUR DEAL. WE FIND PEOPLE FOR 
OUR GUY TO TAKE OUT, TAKE BACK INTO THE 
SHADOWS, GUYS NOBODY'S EVER GONNA MISS... 
AND IN RETURN, HE'S LIKE, OUR ENFORCER, 
Y'KNOW? WORKS OUT GREAT 
қ FOR EVERYBODY. 


NO... BECAUSE I GOT 

FRIENDS, AND... AND 

IF ANYTHING HAPPENS 
ኤኤ. TO МЕ, THEY'LL -- 
—— 


SO NOW WE 
GONNA DO ФОМЕ 
ENFORCING. 





7  WAITAMINNIT... THIS 
ISN'T HOW 1 THOUGHT IT 
WAS GONNA... ТМ LEAVING MY 
BODY?! WAITAMMINIT... 


WAITEMINNIT... 


«ЧОМ 
WANNA 60 FOR 
A RIDE WITH А 

STRANGER? ሪ 
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”5uRE THING... JUST GONNA 

SHOVE YOU IN HERE WITH THE ай NEVER ZEN өң 
REST. SOON AS YOU'RE INSIDE, aO BE LONG ENOUGH, 
YOU'RE GONNA BUY ME A WHOLE | П 


DAY BEIN SOLID AGAIN. WORE S арын NA 


OTHER SIDE. 





ማጋ 
b 


® TO ME LIKE ` STUCK Уу 
DRE YOU'RE STUCK HERE. , 
HERE FOR 
A WHILE. 


N 


I HIT THE SHADE WITH 
EVERYTHING ТУЕ GOT. BUT | 
WHATEVER FORCES HE'S 
TAPPED INTO MAKE HIM 
POWERFUL ON THIS SIDE. 


LZ A ZZ, d. 


NS: | 


N 


DOESN'T MATTER. 
TM ON ни Now. || | AND ONCE TM ON 
| 5 T 20. 


ғ ДЕЙ. 
7-1, 
% 
Б 


339 ғ 


Ey 
Î AND THEN I SEE е 
ЕТЕ “чат мач ВЕ MY < А 
ቁ= ACE IN THE HOLE. HURRY’ 
Ta << C'MON! Са 





ረ. 
” WHAT'S WRONG? “Ч 
INM МОТ HEARING ANY 


| JOKES ALL OF A SUDDEN. 
МА 


ЧВЕ YOU'RE FINALLY 


AFRAID OF SOMEBODY À 


FOR A CHANGE? 


> 


J (мо. JUST THINKING. 
"| YOU OUGHT то TRY 
1. IT SOMETIME. 





IP LOVE TO 
STICK AROUND AND DO 
THIS ALL NIGHT, CAUSE I 
DON'T USUALLY HAVE MUCH 
BETTER TO DO WITH 
MY TUESDAYS -- 


BUT I GOT PLANS 
TO MEET A SPECIAL 
LADY AT THE AIRPORT |! 

TONIGHT, AND 

NOBODY'S GETTING 

IN MY WAY. 


(ESPECIALLY -- 









; % IF НЕ WAS USING THAT THING 
TO DRAW OFF THEIR ENERGY 
TO SUSTAIN HIS EXISTENCE... 



















A 


..THEN І HAVE TO WONDER | ፍረ 
WHAT KIND OF LOOP IT WOULD үл! 
CAUSE IF HE GOT SHOVED y 
IN THERE HIMSELF? 








THE DEAL, 
SUNSHINE... 
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SO HOW DO 
WE GET OUTTA 
HERE? 


І” THE РОС 
2 - SAID THE HAND 
LOOKS LIKE. OF VISHANTI COULD 


BUT THAT NEVER ASTRAL PLANE, SO 
SEEMS TO LAST AROUND TM GONNA HAVE ТО 
HERE, DOES IT? HALE ед MOVE T 

CONCENTRATE, 
IT CAN GET МЕ 
BACK TO -- 


/ JUST A GUESS... 
BUT I THINK THAT'S 
OUR RIDE. 





ld 


YEAH, 
I I. I JUST 
1 GOT A WEIRD ) 


WHAT WAS IT 
4 DOC STRANGE SAID? 


Фо NOT LEAVE THE PATH, МВ 

NO MATTER HOW FAMILIAR 

OR INVITING SOME THINGS 
MAY APPEAR." 


DRAWING ME. SOMETHING.. 
| FAMILIAR. 
4 ኣብ 


THERE ARE THINGS <== 14 \ 
Wr BUT 1 FEEL SONETHNG 
` — / 





NS BUT... 
\ WHAT ARE YOU 
\ | — | DOING HERE? 


Vv 
2 
> 

P 






WHAT VOU ARE. AND 
WHAT VOU WILL BE. 


> Du 
` fm 
PLANE. 


57777177 
s. 





Ч A 


YOU WHO ARE 
OF ue. AND NOT | е ^ 
EM OF US... YOUR TIME 2 32 
в МОТ VET. ) I 


K. 


ТА ou зношо ЇГ ЖИ ዒ 

Ч МОТ ВЕ НЕКЕ. 

` 
1 ጋ 


D : Д _HOLY...LOOKS LIKE 
d M LEAVE. ^| SOME KIND OF SPIDER, 
ё 2 BUT HUGE... 





р” 








22 


И У. 


s 77 Ж 
BE SPIDER-MAN? M / 
WHERE'D YOU // / s 
во? ПЕ 


ا سے 
WAIT...THE SHADE SAID THAT TIME‏ 
DOESN'T WORK THE SAME WAY ON THE Қ‏ 
ASTRAL PLANE A р‏ 
THE FIGHT ТООК‏ 





I CAN'T, MAY... ТР LIKE 
| TO, BUT AS I SAID, ІТ WAS 


NO, AUNT 
MAY... Т DID. Т WAITED 
AN HOUR, THEN I HAD 
TO GO. PETER NEVER 
SHOWED UP. 


YES, ТМ 
SURE THERE 
WAS A GOOD 


е > 
mm = d пиу шаў 0-0 


51:01 | 


WELL, WHEN V --TELL HIM 
YOU SEE HIM, SAY І GUESS SOME Won uere 
22 КЕ/ 
шы са \ Toge. Ф HERE: 













YOUVE GOT 
ТО FEEL МЕ HERE, 
YOU HAVE ТО! 





“НОМ І KEPT 
wy YOUR LAST MESSAGE ON MY 
ANSWERING MACHINE JUST SO T 
CAN HEAR YOUR VOICE BEFORE 
GO TO SLEEP AT NIGHT... 








k 
I WAS GONNA... I WAS GONNA MAKE YOU LAUGH = 
AND TELL YOU THAT I MISSED YOU AND THAT 
BODY WHO MISSES SOME 
A CHANCE f 
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Main thing T have to do right | 
now is figure out some way 


Funny how N ЛЕ 


much fime we Y Hey! You! 
all spend doing Мо running in 


So how are 
you planning to 
Spend the holiday 
break, Peter? 

y “а "Not exactly... I mean, 
I was there, Т just... she 
didn't see me, that's all." 


Yeah, well, 
when it comes 
to relationships, 

what isn't? 


words 
JOHN ROMITA jr 
pictures 
SCOTT HANNA 
inks 


DAN KEMP 
colors 
RS a С0МСВАГТ 5 
ЛММҮ В! 
letters 


Well, it's... you вее, 
we're separated and T. 
was supposed to meet 
her when she came You 
into town, but -- KR 


МЈ? It's 
me, T'm here, 
T love you. 


"P. 


5 Ч Pr 
4 
about you? You kidding? | i 


Gonna get away 


for a while? On a teacher's 


salary? Т figure 
፲'| find something 
to do during the 
break to eam a 
few bucks. 


у 


( 
үч 


We appreciate assistant 
that you would editor 
consider our offer of AXEL 
employment... ALONSO 
editor 
JOE 
QUESADA 
chief 
BILL 


JEMAS 3l 
"|| 





Nexus Industries is a high-tech research and development 
company specializing in cybernetics. We went public on the 


New York Stock Exchange two years ago and our last rating put 
Я 


us at a net value of two hundred million dollars. 


The pleasure | 
16 entirely mine, Mr. 
Carlyle. In this economy 
such opportunities do not 
come around very often. 
So what did you 
have in mind? 


It's unfortunate that your Y 
work in cybernetics is not 
06 well known or respected 

06 it deserves. You were 
one of the first real pioneers 


in this area, thanks 
о your remarkable... 
appendages. 


Stockholders 
must be very 
happy. 


tentacles are 
pretty impressive 
too. 


Ч 


7 We believe you would be a great asset for our 
company, Doctor Octavius. Your work was 


largely intuitive, achieving breakthroughs 
without the help of think tanks or guidelines. 
As a consultant, you could help shake up some 
of our departments, get them to think „4 


outside the box. 
Well, I've spent 


alot of time trying to ç 
get out of one sort of box 
or another, and just as 

much time shaking 

> people up. d 
But you must 

understand that I 


Or, more ™ 
precisely, allow 
Me to allow 
them. 


We don't care about 
what you did in the 
past, Doctor Octavius. 
Only what you can 
do for us now. 
But T will admit to 
M being curious. 


How forgetful. 
Allow me. 
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can't get through at all if there's 


BY 


шау ү 
ው 
УУР z whim, በር 
Й са: or not it is actually something in the way, like 
ም ው መሻ attached to your A Steel plating, but for the 
( ñ š bodu? most part they respond 
` ; Е immediately. 
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If you'll give us just a few 
moments to confer, Т'І bring 
in the rest of my team. I'm 


table that you'll find more 
ў than acceptable. 

















related indicia are trademarks of Marvel Characters, Inc. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and or institutions in this 
magazine with those of any living or dead person or institution is intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental. 


| 11 
Thank you, 
gentlemen, you 
| \ can go now. 
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a Q 


© А ав in 


names and likenesses 
between any of the 
living or dead person 


М?” 3-4 
q If T can't 
JA gt- À 
ул 
СА ре 
22 ET S 


[Í you think you're ҮС” 


dealing with 
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Wood against 
tempered steel. 
This isn't even 

a contest. 





Mr. Parker, but I 
haven't seen Mary 
Jane all day. Have 

you tried her cell 


Can you give ` + x 
me the number for Ё 
wardrobe? 


but Т cant give 
out that kind of 
information. 


I'm sorry, 
but Z have fo 
go how -- 


Can you 
at least give 
her a message 
for me? 


I've tried 
everything except 
smoke signals. 
You're sure she's 
hot there? 


Just... NY 
tell her that 


I'm sony, and Т 


love her, and Т 
have a good -- a 
really, really good 
explanation -- for 


what happened, 2 


and -- 


have her call 


በይ 17 ር | 
lib pass along QW) 
The message, 
Mr. Parker. 


Well, let 
me look around 


he loves me and 
he has a very 
good explanation 
for standing me 
| ۵ up, right? 


No. Not a sign. 
Perhaps she's at wardrobe. 
We start shooting very 
soon and she's busy getting 
prepped. Maybe you 
should try there. 


And maybe 
he should take a 
long walk off a 


Yeah, well, if the first 
was true, he wouldn't 
need the second, 
now would he? 


Eventually. 


"Funny, isn't it, 
how some things 
never come out 
quite the way 
you planned...?" 





^ A You came here five 
days ago hoping to be hired 
ав a consultant. And a consultant | я 
you've been... just not in quite / | T don't... ሥ 
the way you had in mind. , understand... Of course not. 

( Your mind 16 still cloudy 
from the drugs. And the news 
hasn't hit the networks yet. But 

«та ач since it'll come out апу time 
ғ ow... ho reason not to 
lot longer to get the job ን dn a ала, 
done. But you hire the 
right people, you get the 
job done fast. 
I'm just 
glad I won't be 
here when they 
try to cash the 


“Т came aboard Nexus because 
they needed someone to be the 
mouth, to help promote and advance 
the public image of the company, 
raise the value of the stocks. 


"It's just good they needed 
someone in a hurry and 
didn't go as deep in their 
background checks as 
they should have gone. 


"Thing is, nobody wants to give "бо I made sure “Sometimes the money coming in 
you money if they think you we had all the flash- ; even equaled the money going out. And 
actually need it. Guys with flash and-dazzle anybody sometimes it didn't. But those are the 
only give money to guys with even 1 
4 could ask for. breaks, right? You gotta spend money to 


more flash, because they know 1 Ч 
they'll get it back, with interest. make money, right? Of couree сал, 


"Whal did соте in, went 
back out in acquisitions of 3 "At least 
other businesses. I even J ( on paper. 


Set up some dummy 
subsidiaries опа financed 
them from inside the 
company, counting their 
assets as revenue to 
make the company look 
bigger and stronger on 
the stock market. 





"But ай good things come to "Convictions for fraud. Forgery. Extortion. 
an end. When a bunch of debts Racketeering. Not to mention assault and 
came due, опа we had 10 cover battery and a bunch of other charges, all 

for a fall-off in productivity, under another name. 
the figures didn't add up. "But c'mon, who 
in this big wide 
world doesnt 
"That's when the CEO found out what : N have something 
had been going on... and who he'd hired. Sex A 1o hide, right? 


i "It's not like T was a 
murderer or anything. 


“І figured if he found || | "Unfortunately the money was gone, the 
out what happened, property was locked up in escrow, and 
more would follow. the only product we had was theoretical 
So Т had to act fast. П | research, and T. can't exactly put that in my 
With the CEO how pocket and walk out the front door. I never 


on an unexpected... understood half that stuff anyway." 
vacation... I looked а 


for ways to grab 
whatever T. could. 


бо Т had to To be free, to make 


figure out what T really т 
у own way 50 that nobody 
ir Ane man know could ever stop me. And 
ከ727 that's when Т thought of you. 
And those extraordinary 
mechanisms of yours. 26 


T got my teams working 

on the problem of creating 
something similar. They worked 
independently, nobody knowing 

what the others were doing, nobody 
but me with the whole picture. 
They could get the basics 
but not the whole cerebral 
interface... thing. 





























7 Would you like to see what your 
Stepchild looks like, Doctor? What 
you get when you combine your 

intuitive leap with the latest in cybernetic 

technologies, servos, waldoes, 
laser-assisted targeting systems 
and exo-steel? 


So now the arms are stored 
in here, where you can't 
contact them. ረ کا‎ 
And you're stored in 
there in case T. need you after 


the trial run. If not, you'll run out 
of air in 24 hours and... well, 


that's that, right? - 


መመ" For that, we needed you. Or, more 
| precisely, your equipment. 


It was actually far more primitive 
than they expected. They Said it looked as 
if you'd built that thing in the sixties, 


I worked 
with the ook | 
T had. 















































Yes, and buried 
inside they found the secret 
to their operation. Primitive, but 
highly intuitive, they never 
would've figured it out. 














Pretty cool, huh? 
7 With this setup T can take esed ecd 
B Whatever Т want, go wherever 
T want, and nobody 
can stop me. 


I'm tired of making 
y my living off guys who don't 
4 appreciate my abilities. Time | 
to show the whole world / 
what T. can do. аў 






2 Time to build 
መ an empire of 
my own. 2 
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"Mary Jane's building 
quite a career for herself, 
isn't she, Peter?" 


ኳ 






ЖЕ 
РТ 
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Л М / М -— | 


Yeah... It Says here that she starts š 
yeah, she shooting in a movie this week in Los 
is. 
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ят ሪ ши ` 


шв ъ 
|| тт Пе T [111191 


ШІ 1111) 


Terrific. 


Did you 
try calling 
again? 


Twice. Can't even 
get past the front desk. It's... 
infuriating, Aunt May. I mean, all the 
things I've done, all the things I can 
40... and Т can't talk my way past 
some studio receptionist three 
thousand miles away. 


T know Т could get through to her, make 

her understand, if I could just see her in 0 

person, for five minutes. That was always / Eu МАТ, d 

how it was with us. She'd get mad, or ፲' get 7 а Кам гэв 
mad, but a6 soon as ме Saw each other, 9 


during the break, опа 
none of it mattered anymore. | T can't just up and 
leave you. 


So why 
don't you go to her? 
She's in California, 
she's not in another 

country. 


“02 
Though there 
are times it's 
hard to tell the 
difference... 


| 
1 | 


„ 


A You know, "Will that be one 
T've never actually business-class ticket 
seen anyone make to Los Angeles or 


а movie before. two, Mr. Parker?" 
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2 І гоп | | 
ЖЕ open that for 
ሯኤ Uou-- 3 
| | 下 chills. 
N \ Ever since Ў 
he was a little V 


bou. 
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explain -- 4 
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116 been nearly 
24 hours... it's now 
or Т Suffocate... 










T won't die a fool's death. 
T never tell anyone my true 
weaknesses. Solid steel 
can't fully block the link 
between me and mine... 
but it can slow us down. 
Make things harder. 
The drugs don't help. 


Concentrate, Octavius, < 


Concentrate. 





Шә T ron 
do this. 
7] 
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з Тоо drugged 
ӘКЕ to stand... 
M Take me away 
from here. Quickly. 


"So you're all 
ready to go." 
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(e те) 
2 “гй 


WZ 
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AY 
Ds 


Seript's just a 

blueprint, MJ. A jumping 
off point. We don't give out 
the script because we don't 
want it showing up on any 

of ihose creep websites. 
Besides, the director figures ለ 
he'll have everybody improv 

most of the dialogue 
05 you go. 


Okay, I guess, so what's my part in this... spectacle? 


All I got in the breakdown was the character's 
age, and that she looks good in lingerie. 


You're playing 
Cynthia LaVenus, the 
love interest for our 

protagonist -- 


get killed in act two, 
Sending him into a 
killing rage that only 
ends when he meets 
Girlfriend number 
two in act three. 


You're gonna 
love this... I mean, 
you're really gonna 

love this. 


пате, 


You're playing the love interest 
of a super hero. How about 
that, huh? 


I mean, Т 
know it's kind of a 
Stretch, but -- 


No... 
ሸሪ all right, I'm 
sure T con... 


gei into th 


But... you're the 


producer; how do you 

keep the story intact if 

everybody's making it 
up as they go? 


protagonist 


5..ፃ 


no, 


е part 


somehow. 


Lady, you really 
think people go 
to movies for the 
story? 15 Spectacle, 
M, it's all about Да 
Spectacle. 


Rick Turk, 
you may have seen 
him in that indie flick 
Hell Hath Some Nerve. | 
Great kid, a little slow / ж 
; on the uptake, 


No, T | 
mean, what's his 
character? 


| (Ас long as you can get into the lingerie, 
babe, that's all anybody cares about. 
See you in wardrobe. 


T'll be bringing 
some friends, if that's 
Okay... just check you 
out a bit... man, T love 

making movies... 















--60 you can call the Bugle and they'll 
confirm who Т am. They sent me to 
get some behind-the-scene 
pictures -- 


= 
You with the union? “чае 
We can't have photographers | 
here unless they're with 


ы 
Look 7% - 

I'm telling 7 And I'm telli 
you, we don't allow 
anybody on the lot 

unless we know 


we got a problem 


the union -- with stalkers. 


just make 
8 а call to the 










Just give me 
five minutes before 
you have me thrown 
off the lot, МЈ. 4^ 


4 who's what because 


2 22; 
"7751 
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МЈ, c'mon, it's 
gonna take me a lot 
more than two minutes 
to explain what 
happened -- 


One minute 
fifty-eight, a 
minute fifty- 

seven, minute 
fifty-six -- 


J ዘርዘለቪ | 2 ANS. 
STRACZYNSKI | 1 і : ! MIESEGAES 
words | чу editor 


. ALONSO 


pictures { | 
SCOTT HANNA А СА editor 
inks ከ JOE 
DAN KEMP | у м |. А. ” QUESADA 
, colors | | | у chief 
RS a COMICRAFT's 1 i ! | BILL 
JIMMY B! 
letters 
А convict named the Shade had found a wau out bu 
escaping into the astral plane except things went wrong 
and he got trapped in-between and the only way he could 
come back to the physical world was to grab kids off the 
Street to balance everything out because nobody'd miss 
them бо Т went to Doc Strange because T've never been 
to the astral plane though turns out it's actually a lot 
like New Jersey which T. only know ‘cause T. was there but 
in astral form and Т took care of the problem but time 
goes different there than here and by the time I got 
back still in astral form it was twenty-four hours later 
and Та missed picking you up at the airport, missed the 
chance to talk to you, but I raced for the airport anyway 
just to see you, to try to talk to you on the way out. 
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бо I was there, MJ, honest and true, I was at > = 
the airport when you had to go back, trying to talk [LM 
= መመ” 


to you, trying to get through, but you couldn't hear ET 
iti Е 


me, couldn't see me, because Т was still invisible, - T was 
T was, y'know, outside my body. 
t 
RSE ኤኤ ሙተ 





Well, that's close 
to the word T was ; A 
thinking of. | ; 


Look, МӘ, I'm sorry I wasn't there. If there was any 
way I could have been there, I swear I would have 
moved heaven and earth to make it happen. But there 
were something like thirty kids whose lives were on the 
line. You know me. Т had to do what Т did. T just... 


</ የ 


Ш 


1 I know. But that's always been V 
| the problem with us, Peter. There's 


what you feel you Fave to do, 


D and what you want to do. 


T just don't 
know if I want to 
be the part of your 
life you consider 
optional. 


But you've 
never een 
ptional, MJ. 


27” Hey, yo, my 


ШІ. 


Aunts Standin' 


that Pierce 1 


Brosnan? 


unhappy thought begins with the 
realization that you're not there, 
because I screwed up. 


T want to 
make it right, MJ, 
and T'll do anything to 
make that happen. 
>, Anything. < 


. ` 





It's not that you screwed up, L All this time, we've -- 
Peter, it's just... the way things Fa me ከህ, F| | you've -- been talking 
were with us, that's all. I guess ‚ T won't about all this in 

the question is, is that the way N ቬ anything front of -- 
ج‎ things will always be? گے‎ 


Well, Т... yes, Т... Peter and 
T had a talk about the... 
you know... thing he 

does, ond... 4 


T thought 
perhaps he'd 
told you 
already. 





Yep. Yessir. 
That's definitely 
Pierce Brosnan, 
all right. 


Because it's NÉ 
V really more his 
M place to tell you 


than mine. „3% 


Okay, look, we're all on edge 
right now and now isn't the best 
time to have this conversation. 

I've been working a long 
time to make the jump from 





There gen 





It's Rick... Rick " Anyway, Mr. Devereaux | መመመ 
- | Turk. T know it's said T might find you here. ኞቹ А хе, 
hard to tell in all onted to say hello to ef Е 2 
ONES but... my love interest. Му рү merent 
“Ч < love interest. 


ne 
Word -- 


really great, you know? 
) You've got a -- 





“(нь glad У 
€ | 


ኣኣ 


алан ааа ርር 


NIA 


) 


Anyway, we... should get n. 
we're in the middle of wardrobe Watson... you 
> fittings and > 2 want me to let these |) 
/ МЈ... we came | two stay on the 
all this way. We should + lot or what? 4 
at least talk. 24 \ 





Y T think that went very well. VA መሙ 7? 
ጎነ 3 Ф 


It's a first step, and as someone E 
once Said, every journey begins E ( 
with a single step. 


KZ 


Well, Т just... 
noticed that you checked in 
with cash, and nobody pays 
for the penthouse with cash 
unless they had a great day at 
someplace like Vegas where 


ve 
3 


they hit the jackpot -- === 


In that case, 
Jes, you might say 
I've had a very 
good day. 


congratulations 
1o you and your 
guest. 


T didn't mean to 
intrude, it's just you 
had me set the table 
for two... 


Oh, Т don't 
have a guest. At 
least not yet. 


Of course, this 
may be a very long 
journey, but even 
50, at least it's off / 

to a Start. 


Yeah... %2 
І suppose / 7 


itis. M 


= 


= / V 
ЁС 1) 
| “бо youve had а 2 Т 
good day, sir?" Е 


I'm still trying 
to decide: blonde, 
brunette, redhead, or 
perhaps a combination 
of all three. 


Sexual banana À 
split. 
Hold the 
banana. 








—— | Meanwhile, be 
B Well, sir, a good lad and make 
you're all set. If you | sure I'm not disturbed. 


Î need anything else, ШШШ Т All right? 
| my name's Bobby | ሥግ p 
| and I'm on duty 
| D until six. 
| q 

















Thank uou, 
Bobbu. Wilh anu luck 
you won't hear from me until 
dawn or consciousness, 
whichever comes first. À 
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/ 2 pee see Yep 
М ЕРЕ one more time, | 4 That's him, біл. a 
(ЕЕЕ, to be sure. f all right. right? ў 


Нау, anytime, 


you for your mister. Just as 


Service. 


enjoy the view, honey, we'll 
go down to dinner in 
just a minute. 


All 
right... but it's 


boring. 

















“запі 
take it that Beth, 
Candy and Cassie 
are all... full 
service? 


Excellent. 
The address? 
It's -- 


(ДІ 


ERSS 


% ኳ Carlyle! 
щъ. >> Сапиғ/ 
- 


[ነ Seay Nw 


ጋ ፡- 
С You don't 
have to shout. This 
|ላ 16, as they Say, a 
classy joint. 





Sigh... you're the /257 person in 

the world I wanted to hear utter 

those words while I was in 2 
the bedroom. 


а book on this hotel ነ 
and they say this Ё 
floor is supposed їо ጭ 
be haunted -- ሪያ 


That's just to bring in М 
РИ the tourists and the 
AD M ghost-nuts. Nothing 
| | that weird goes on 
in real life -- 


) m 


“Л lg 
== eem 





S ы] 
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ІТ. 


/ jji | Š | 
y NE 19 \\D N 
y 111. እም Maybe we 
АЙ Should try another Йй 
фа ዮ hotel... Є 4 2 
м? й V በ፲ 4 16 
9 17 | | | 


| 
1.11 


也 


2 “Ут 
ШЇ | | К p 
| | А 4 | ши! 





> 6006 the ЧИН 


kids say... bring 
>... поп. 


"T always Say just do 
the best you can and 
let the rest take care 
of itself, you know?" 


= На т: ' ivati T mean 
3 диге that's my motivation as Lobster-Man, » ) 
SN J just do the best T. can to help the world. Т mean, someone to fight crime? It could 
A` ))) А the guy's a super hero, it doesn't need to be... and T'm just coming up with 
2 go much deeper than that. this off the top of my head... guilt 
: over the death of a loved one, where 


you could've done something 


about it but didn't. T. -- 


гтэ | Anyway, Т think that's where someone like C'mon... what kind of woman 
erase those freckles for Spi -- that is, Lobster-Man's love interest would hook up with a guy like that, 
could be, Т don't know, Useful. She could knowing that he could never put 


4 You know, T. could 


you if you want, Е 5 н 
You touch help him get over the mistakes of his past, her first іп his life? 2 
make him understand that he doesn't 


those freckles ከ 
and 721 erase m have to be perfect. 


your face. г. ! 

Okay, I'm р 

sensing hostility 
here... 





Somebody with 
no self-respect and a lousy cal 

self-image. For all the good she 
might think she's doing, at the end 
of the day he's running around town 
beating people up, she's only in his 

life when it's convenient, and if 

anything happens to him she 
K. can't even get comfort from 
anybody else because ሪም 
it's a Secret. 


У At least, that's ኻ 
what my analyst да 
ы Would say. ፊሪ 


--60 I'm thinking 
we check out the 
cafeteria, get a bite 
to eat while we 
wait for MJ. 


coming in of some kind of We're receiving 
an attack taking place at this == unconfirmed reports from 
moment at the Embassy Э eyewitnesses at the scene that 
- this is Ho! terrorist related, апа 
that people have sighted the 
individual known as Doctor, 


Т... yes, 
all right, 
5, 


That would 
be nice, Peter. 
It's awfully warm 
ә. out here. 


what I mean, 
MJ? 


Yeah... yeah, 
T think Т do, 
Rick. 


That's Los Angeles 
for you. Just 
remember, it isn't 
the heat, it's the 
Stupidity -- 


Aunt May, 
T have to... I 


you at the 
cafeteria as soon | 
as Т can deal with ) 
this, all right? 


She looks away, and Т 
realize this is the first 
time I've had to leave 
her to go into action as 
Spider-Man since she 
found out the truth. 















May... Т'І be okay. Т swear. T'II 






come back as soon as T'm done . No. Never Just a minute, 
and we'll have some dessert, 60 find mind. You just... we're getting in 
something good at the cafeteria do what you have | some additional reporte 


to, Peter. Т'І wait 


because Т'т going to be pretty for you 


peckish, okay? 


from the witnesses 


'. መ --there appear 
пач to be two assailants 


ү 
2/ 
2 
| LS 
T know... апа Ч 


ም Okay. Tl N 7 
be back before 
D you know it. 4 
3 









T love you too, 
it's just... 





keep running P 
forever, 
Octavius. 


y than Т ever made selling 
photos to the Bugle all put together, 
thereby reaffirming the theory that print 
ie dead. Or at least damned cheap. 


Q LD 3 ) ሪ ረ ; „И 17 
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መመመ RSR: 
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үй 1 ` ` 
| | ር 


ка 
// 27 | OMA 
"E 1 Later, reporters would И 
КУ describe the hotel as ў 
SS saying it looked as though [88። 
MA it had been in a war. А 
4 ( -‹ መ" 
W 
Ё I > | 


8 | 4 ` ` N ` ; 
At p ትማ መመ. ` 
compensation, on the premise Y 
that what happened was by no % ь 7 
possible interpretation of [В J ፖረ 222 
222 Ф. о 


insurance law an act of God. 
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But that was later. | 
T knew none of this 
when T arrived. 


T knew only that 

1 it'salwaysthe ЇГ 
innocents who 0) | 
get caught in 
the middle. 


I've до! ዘ 
Get clear! 4 


ት ንንም ን ት 
Jd ES ES CELOS ТА] 
LJ 


ач 


NUE 
А» 


[^ 


Okay, Oc! 
don't know what 
you're up to this time, 
but it stops right here, | 
you understand 
me? It -- 
= 2 


Се = | 一 77? 77 
“за | Ї j 





7 Got yourself 
Да remote, Doc? 





T think it's 
time to reassess 
the situ 


Unless you want 一 
1o combine our forces, Not 06 
dispose of our unwanted long 06 you've 
guest and mutual enemy got what's 


first, then settle this. 





T decide what's going on 
matters less than stopping 
them before this whole place 

comes down around us. 


you. You 
wouldn't 
listen. 


c 
22 


GA 
Movel Mov 

Move! 
ы 


"We're now getting 
reporte that Spider-Man 
has been seen ot the site 

of the hotel attack." 





The last 
withesses fo flee 
the building describe a 


29 a 


ask you a question, 
Doc ol' buddy ol pal... 
this guy a friend 


Look at him! 
У He's stolen my 
technology! There is 
room for only ove À 
Otto Octavius! _ 


4 Yeah, especially 7% 
with that new rule that V 
you have to buy a second 
seat on the airplane 
if you're too fat for 


Э 


; 2 2 
of WY 22 | 
, kay, we've established that 
you like the same things and 


your mom dresses you the 
same but did you come 












7 Company... this is getting Ў 


И | too crowded for my tastes. 
T need a distraction to get 


AT TT 
22 ЛЕУ ЛУ ЛУ ЛУ АЎ, 


77ZZZZZ ХА 
x 4 


I think T 
know where T. 
con get the 
latter -- T seem 
to recall there's 
a Studio around 
here... 


He's fast... I barely 
get out of the way 
of one of his arms 
before T realize -- 


how for the 
former. 


No! What're < 
you doing? Those 
are load-bearing 
walls! You'll bring the 
whole place down / 

around us! 2 







Doc! You 
gotta help me keep 
it together until 
the civilians can 
get out! 


کک دک 


Ма 


Балар J... аа 


а 
DERA 


isl 
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NOODLES Л потмелезегией: 


J. MICHAEL 
STRACZYNSKI --with reports 
words 4 ни andere саи, 
j in the middle e fig 

шсш. М between Spider-Man and his 
SCOTT HANNA 1 opponents, one of whom has 

inks been identified as Doctor 

DAN KEMP 2 Octopus, were able to 


Colors 


“4 ር ; НУ and helicopters are searching 
letters N ) the area looking for Doctor 
Š Octopus and the man who 

mau eitner have been an 


RS a СОМІСВАЕТ 5 | = à 
JIMMY B! LAPD SWAT units SS | 


accomplice or who may also (25 


have been fighting Doctor 
\ Octopus for reasons 
^w. not yet known. < 


| ас 


d 
AN 


"We also have no information 
on the fate of Spider-Man, 
who may or may not have been 
able to escape the scene 
before the hotel collapsed. 


"According to structural 
experts, it is unlikely that 
anyone inside the hotel П 
when it collapsed gean t breathe... 
could have survived..." 54 
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Keep moving... don't 
black out... if you 





| » < 
...One of these pipes | ጧጧ > 


2- 
> ፎክ has to have air... has Мам “ Nothing... 
10 go somewhere... Le 


Hands keep shifting as T push the e» _. | 
debris aside... and T realize I'm Got it. Not a lot of Ши 


shaking... shock's setting in... keep air, but it'll do... ጩ 
moving, Peter, damn it, keep moving... дыя 


p—— 
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Amazing what five 
million dollars worth of 
lumber, paint and chrome 
can buy these days, 
isn't it, Al? 


Any 
word from the 
director? 


No sir. He's caught 
in traffic. Front gate's 
talking about some kind 
of problem up the road 
] at the hotel -- 


Excuse me, but Т thought there was supposed 
to be a closed Set for these tests -- 


Пе just a skeleton | 
crew, MJ. Т promise if 


anyone here sees anything \ 


AN he hasn't seen before, T'I 


shoot it personally. “т understand, Y 


This isn't ` 
the best time 
t 


Look, we have to get these camera tests Hey, Rick, how's 
on hair, makeup and wardrobe done in time it going? — 
for the Studio brass to approve it before we Fine, Mr. Devereaux. 
shoot. We don't need the director for that Have you lost weight? 
part. Tell 'em to get out here. You look great. 


Thanks. бо 
Mary Jane, you've 
met your love 
interest? 


Yes sir, Mister 
Devereaux. 


That's why 
producers make the big 
bucks, Al. When everybody 
else flakes out, we get 
things done. 


Why didn't T. get a call sheet 
for the camera test? 


Т don't know... 
Т gave my assistant 
Specific instructions that you 


wherever you were. ፲ || have 
her fired at once. 


bigger problems 
It's the writer, than that. Have you 


Fettes Grey. I gave [ 

the office specific чи: 2 
instructions that he ከከኩ E 
wasn't invited -- 


They don't like Lobster-Man's 
origin. They said it was stupid 
and improbable and not deep 

enough. What the hell does 
; that mean? 





By a bite 
from a radioactive 
lobster. 


They wont 
something Ligger 
like he was summoned 
to the job by... get this... 
some kind of Giant 
Lobster God! 


E ^ reasonable... ን 
-” /2ሪ/ሪጋ//ሬ Everyone 


on the intemet who heard 


\ the rumor about this / 


thinks it's stupid. 


People on the internet 
think everihing's stupid until 下 
they see it... then the next thing | 
you know they're having it 
tattooed on their butts. 


"We have to deal 
with the real world 
here, Fettes." 


--estimating 
that it will be days 
before rescuers сай 
reach the bottom of 
the collapsed 
hotel -- 


Building after 


| building filled with 


rich, high-profile መ 
hostages... 


Look, Fettes... radiation is passe. It is 50 
last-century. We have to move on, create 
new myths for a new audience. Besides, if 
it's a Lobster God rather than a one-time- 

only accident we can have all kinds of 
sequels... Lobster-Boy and Lobster-Girl 

and the Evil Lobster-Man, 
you name it. 

















T can't stay here... the debris keeps * Я Т) 
shifting... collapsing... it's only a matter of L . me À - 1 2) т 
time before everything around me... everything [| | р СГ уа 
including me... gets flattened under a few LES ° (7) 


| | д ብ. «t | 

hundred thousand tons of wreckage. | N 40 їй 7Л) Ку lll 
2 : ЭРЭЭ OO М wawa as: 

аа Ў D 22227 


66920050 4 
d 7 Have to try. pT 





And 1 can't try to leave... « 
because one wrong move (С S 
ond this all comes down < АХ 


around me... it means 
leaving my Supply of air 
behind at some point... not 
a big deal if I'm only under 
ten feet of debris... but if 
it's twenty, or thirty... 
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3 e 















or more. 


ҚУ; 


S 


-AAS 
а УЧ 


ес w a 
K 
ED 
Sa 
27 


T'll never make it 


С 





before T. run out of 
air. I can't try it. 








Except -- I remember 
how -- as the place 
came down... 









Рос Ock and the new guy... | Mary Jane. 
Carlyle... they were headed рав, El 4 : Aunt May. 
for the studio, headed for 


hostages, headed for -- 


| 
77 Excuse me, 
ma'am, but you're 


going to have to 
leave... the tour's 
that way, it -- 


[ Г No, it's 
all right, she's 
=), with me. 





..itsy-bitsy 
Spider went up the 
water-spout... 


Oh. Well, = "m А >—— || 
T suppose Т = : N == ча 
should have | т There's 
` | Some kind of 
trouble up 








"Such a relief. T was 
afraid that entrance 
requirements in the 

hero community had 


ССЦ hit an all-time low.” [ 


Well... just what I was looking for. 
A perfect cross-section of hostages 
and potential casualties. All we 
need now is a teamster with 
a truck and -- 


一 


M AR 一 


Tell me that... 
You... aren't really 
what you look like, 
are you? 








T don't know how far 
T've dug... how far Т 
have to go... but I can't 


| rest, can't stop now -- |) 


...Uh-oh... end of 


my life-line... 


N 


SS 


No. Don't think about 

that part. Think about 
May. - M. M c 
“Жасай a@ 


o 34 መሙ 
Have to hope it got Ї кз last, 


| me close enough to D : 7 7 
the surface, or else — та breath. | Сат t reatha поті 
$t 


A 


...lungs on fire... keep 
going... come on, damn 
you, Peter, keep going. 


7 they n 


F 


Damn you... don't you dare 
give up... not now... when 


on, 


eed you... push! Come | _ 
Pater! Push! Push! 2 


If this doesn't work... 


Я T love you, MJ. T love 
you, Aunt May. 


> 


= e 
Goodbye. 
1 
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"if you пат “та 


threatening me... 27 ив, there's no way 
Look, whoever E ч in afl? on can you're getting 
you are, if you're smart Аа У out of here in one piece. , now, > 
uou'll take a hike [o] The LAPD has a policy: iste tebe A 
and get away while де they don't negotiate 
you still can. { PAS over hostages. 
4 Мо опе will. 


Look, I don't know what this is all about, but I'm 
Sure we can come to a reasonable compromise. This 
Studio has considerable influence with the city, and 
à, Ima person of some importance myself, so you 


Ж” I want a fast 
7 cay out of here, no 
pursuit, and no interference 


they won't take me 
Seriously, no one 
ever does. a 


But to show I'm / question. 


not completely heartless, < 14 


` ` 2—4 “сет 


T should pick someone... 
1o make them | expendable. Someone 
understand just 4 | who's already had а 
how Serious | good, long life. 
Iam. 42 
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"Brad! Janet! ЦИ. | 4 1 | Pu ~ Pu 
Doctor Scott!" E. ЖАМАУ “оп Sa й 
EU 2 С i don't know when 
to give up, do 
^ you? 
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ihe most advanced 
technology always 
wins in the end. 


But it only works 

if there's nobody 

else in town more 
advanced than ይ 


at the Sharper Image 
these days. 


y You're a fool, 
Octavius. You should 
have stayed away. 
There was room for 
two of us. But you had 
to press the issue. And 
now you have to learn 
the lesson every 
Stubborn man learns 
sooner or later. | 


Am > 


Thanks for 
pointing out the 
obvious. 


Yes...But T... 
think you should 
Stay under here for 
awhile. It's...it's 
Safer. 


T catch MJ keeping 
Aunt May away, where 
she can't see what 
shape I'm in, and 
where she's safe. 








am pm መጃ аена 
y Just got to hit and run, Б 


wear him out. For as 
strong as that suit is, it's 
Still a normal man inside. 


= = z : А À ) 
<- መሙ ርር да d m 
7 утрая M 

Q p | аа ы, і хор. 


መመመ ርን - 1 ч 
[መሙ pu ነ — 


Hit and run and stay ES) 
clear of those -- |) ጭጩጩ 


Ёс... 
т umami m= 


Ч - 
Ei Think he [^ à; 
| cracked a rib. y /7 
| | 18! 
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Да 


v 
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a small crack... ኢደ 
just behind... À 








hold on and H 
try to find it. 





Got to keep moving... 

if T get close T risk | 4 
getting snared...those | | : 
arms can rip me и two | 7 с 
if they get а good grip. T 


H \ 





6 Carlyle Y. 
Calamari? JDE 


TN 

съ аа 
q 

C'mon 


እ፣ 
1 | መአ. 
m ^ AW | 
I'm trying Š ^ 7 7 
. If he' : mon, where 
Doctor Octopus, ZA / is it... where / it? 
does that make ) sG б. / 
уоц-- | 5 
кш TN ል : 


Room's Spinning...no time... 
no time to try and wrestle it 
free...just one chance-- 





“7 | 
5 “Д whole thing. Let the webbing 
expand inside the suit. 
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ГЛ 
Have to hope 
it's enough 
enough to-- 





А і Never thought T'd | 
/ owe you one, Doc, and T. N 
( know you did itjustio | 
d I think Ше save your own ass, but Д 
Were cate he's fine. ን! even so, I-- 
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Yeah, Т... 1 ІІ ЛУ) 
T think so... À E 65 A 
Here, N | 
let me help PZ 
you. Т 
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Your life, what you do...it's pretty 
overpowering stuff, Peter. After a 
while it took over everything I was. 
All I could do was wait and worry. 
T lived my life reacting to what 
you did with your life. 


But T'm still in 
love with you, MJ. T 
always will be. So what 

do T do about 


Of course if you hadnt Look, Peter...I don't know 
come, who knows what | | what to tell you right now. The V 
might have happened | truth is, T. still need to find out who 

in there? T am, and where T fit in, not in 
terms of us, but like you said, just 
. in terms of being who T ат, 4 
being me. 


= and 
I'm just as glad 
йе wos here... but this 
is the me part of the 
discussion, MJ. Т 
had no right. T just... 


14 It was like...like everything T did on my own 
was just a distraction from the important stuff, 
and T. can't be a distraction, Т 
can't be a diversion. 





T can't ነ 
be second place, 
Peter. Т just can't. 
You can understand 
that, can Bi you, 


Wait for me? Let me 
figure out what T need to 
figure out? 


T know 
that's hard, because 
T can't make any 
promises, but d 









፲'| wait for you as long as 
you need. Or until the stars 
turn cold and fall from the sky. 
Whichever comes first. 


You've been 
awfully quiet, Yes, I suppose 
Б. Aunt May. T have been. 
2: T was just 
thinking-- 





Peter, Т ጩ N Is there anything 
know that J you wont to tell me, 


you're-- Mary Jane? 
1 Doc 
pus, тау | 


good...that's very You just 


ood, Mary Jane. Because О But I'm not 
tm Попа T found out I'm invulnerable. And Т V want the rest 
alot stronger than I ever 2972 love you both more of my chocolate 


Ж À cake, don't 
thought Т. was. 2 than Т can say. 5 m^ 


Just the / 
parts with the Ж 
frosting. 2 
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